Chapter XVI
CATHOLICISM IN  GREAT  BRITAIN

A

GERMAN priest, speaking to me in Rome about
Catholicism in England and in Germany, referred to the
English in this unflattering way. "Ah", he said, smiling,
"if the Devil were to pass over England, he would look at
the Catholics there, curl his lips, shrug his shoulders, and
pass on saying let them be, they are not worth while'."
This was the opinion of a German political Catholic, who
had been responsible for the building up of the great power
of the Catholic Church in Germany immediately after
the War. It was quite beyond him to understand the
mentality of the average Catholic in England.
I am not always certain that that mentality is really
understood even in Rome; every day, however, it
becomes more important that the Vatican should realise
how Catholics in the British Empire think, and how akin
is their ideal to that of Catholics in the United States.
The recent troubles in Abyssinia have done much harm
to the cause of English Missioners in dark-peopled coun-
tries, and the position to-day, between Catholics in Great
Britain and the Italian authorities at the Vatican, is far
less happy than it was when Pope Pius XI was elected in
1922.
At that time there were in the British Empire no less
than four cardinals. One of these was a French-Canadian,